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March 27, 2012 
 

Paul Wubben, Director of Education 
 
 
SUBJECT: Director’s Report:  St. Anne (Sarnia) and St. Michael (Bright’s Grove) 

Boundary Review 
 
PREPARED BY: Paul Wubben, Director of Education 
 
 
BACKGROUND: 
 
On September 27, 2011 the Board of Trustees, on the advice of the Director of Education, 
initiated a boundary review for St. Michael (Bright’s Grove) and St. Anne (Sarnia) Catholic 
schools.  Both schools are JK to Grade 8, with strong community support.  However, each school 
faces significant accommodation issues that must be addressed. 
 
St. Michael is located in the community of Bright’s Grove and, at its peak enrolment, was a 
booming elementary school of more than 500 students.  The school is situated on a large 
property beside St. Michael Church.  The two buildings share a large parking lot, to the benefit 
of both.  The original building was constructed in 1985, with an addition in 2000.  An extremely 
low turnover in the ownership of the residences in “The Grove” has resulted in St. Michael’s 
experiencing a steady decline in enrolment.  It is now a school of fewer than 200 students and is 
predicted to fall to the 130-140 mark in the next five years.  
 
St. Anne is located just off Modeland Road, visible from highway 402 and across The Rapids 
Parkway from St. Christopher Catholic Secondary School.  St. Anne is just 16 years old and is 
located in a community that has seen continuous growth in recent years.  The school offers a 
Best Start program and has an Early Years facility attached.  The current growth rate has brought 
enrolment to capacity, with class sizes that reach or exceed ministry caps.  With continued 
housing development in the area and the planned implementation of full day kindergarten at St. 
Anne in September 2014, the school will not have enough classroom space to accommodate its 
students.   
 
Simply stated, the problem is that there is too much vacant space at St. Michael, while St. Anne 
is reaching capacity.  Projections show slow but steady growth for St. Anne and continued 
decline at St. Michael.  The present situation at St. Anne could be resolved by adding portables; 
however, that is only a temporary solution to a problem that will be longer-term.  If not 
addressed, the continued growth in student population would also impact the playground, which 
will become overcrowded. 
 
The construction of an addition, although more permanent and long-lasting than portables, still 
does not address the playground issue; nor would it be economically feasible.  Although growth 
is expected in the foreseeable future, at some point enrolment will peak and then begin a slow 
decline, as St. Anne runs through its demographic life cycle.  The Board would essentially be 
creating a larger school that will someday be under-utilized.   
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Since there is classroom space available at neighbouring schools, St. Michael (Bright’s Grove) 
and Sacred Heart (Sarnia), permanent additions or portables at St. Anne would be an unnecessary 
cost.  The alteration of the boundaries to shift student populations with a more equitable 
distribution of students among the three schools is a low cost solution, which meets the needs of 
the Board and the schools. 
 
The concept of fairness has been raised and presents a reasonable argument which deserves 
consideration.  Obviously, parents who are in the affected areas do not want to see their children 
move schools.  However, boundaries are dynamic and are subject to change as school enrolments 
increase or decline.  The Board has a responsibility to the taxpayers – some of whom are parents 
and many of whom are not.  We must ensure that our facilities are used wisely.  Changing the 
boundaries of the three schools to alleviate the space problem at St. Anne and make better use of 
the facilities at St. Michael and Sacred Heart is the clearly the best option. 
 
The Boundary Review Committee (BRC) composed of parents from both St. Michael and St. 
Anne and led by Superintendent Frank Leddy met on three occasions to examine options that 
would address this multi-pronged issue.  Parent input was sought and presentations were made 
by parents from the Sacred Heart and St. John Fisher school communities.  The BRC concluded 
by the end of the second meeting that the problem that they had been given to consider could 
best be addressed by utilizing the space at both St. Michael and Sacred Heart Catholic schools.  
This change requires an adjustment to the boundaries of St. Anne, St. Michael and Sacred Heart.  
The boundaries that are contained in the BRC report are supported by the staff.   
 
The BRC recommended that the current Grade six and seven students in the affected areas be 
grandfathered at St. Anne, which allows them to graduate from the elementary school they have 
attended, in many cases, since Junior Kindergarten.  There is also agreement with the BRC 
recommendation that the siblings of those grade six and seven students in lower grades should be 
permitted to remain at St. Anne.  
 
In addition to the recommendations of the BRC, I will direct the schools, through the 
Superintendent of Education, to jointly develop transition plans that include parent visits, letters 
of welcome, student visits to the schools for Mass or for special events.  I am confident that the 
concerns and anxiety of parents whose children will be changing schools, will be alleviated with 
meaningful supports as they transition to new schools and meet new friends. 
 
I wish to thank the members of the BRC for their work in helping the Board to come to a 
resolution of this matter, and for their unanimous support for their recommendations, which are 
in the best interests of the Board and the school communities.  Thus, the staff supports the 
recommendations as made by the BRC. 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
That the St. Clair Catholic District School Board receive the report:   Director’s Report:  St. 
Anne (Sarnia) and St. Michael (Bright’s Grove) Boundary Review, for information. 
 


